Information about Zimmer's official services in the Philippines and New Guinea is surprisingly scant, but his continuing or growing interest in birds is shown by the fact that he made important personal collections in both places. On Philippine birds he published two still valuable papers. His New Guinea specimens were never the subject of a similar report by him, but they were purchased by the American
Museum of Natural
As a world-traveler and an individual of dedicated leanings since boyhood, as well as one whose interests and training had embraced entomology, botany, and the study of vertebrates other than the birds that ultimately claimed his major attention, Zimmer was a widelyinformed naturalist. To a surprising degree he knew the answers to many questions that stumped his colleagues. It is regrettable that his whole-hearted attention to exemplary systematic work prevented him from publishing a larger proportion of his broad knowledge of animal behavior, geographical distribution, and ecological relationships. with his children and grandchildren. But the general impression he created at the Museum, particularly after he had lost his wife, was of a man of semi-recluse traits whose aim in life was consistently centered on the huge task of deciphering and spreading on the record the relationships of birds in the continent that has produced more families and species than any other.
